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Contact or Meet with Legislators

Use your voice to make a difference in how health policy is made in our state by contacting
your legislators directly! Legislators hear from lobbyists all day long, but it is important that
they hear from concerned citizens who have a personal story to share.

Find Your Legislator’s Contact Information: You can find lawmakers’' contact information
on the State Senate (upper house) and House of Representatives (lower house) websites.
You can also search for your legislator using your address on sites like PluralPolicy.com.

Decide How to Contact Them: You have the option of contacting your elected official by
phone, email, mail, or face-to-face meeting. Social media also may be an option.

Tips for calling, writing a letter, or sending an e-mail:
e Use your own words. Form letters/e-mails are tallied up, but not necessarily read.
e Brevity matters. Lawmakers are inundated with correspondence, so be concise.
e Provide contact information, including cell phone, so staff can respond during work hours.

Tips for a Legislative visit:
e Be specific about your issue: “I'd like to discuss closing the health care coverage gap in our state.”
e Be flexible on the timing: Legislators may be in meetings with colleagues or other constituents.
e |fyou're bringing allies, tell the scheduler how many people will be attending.

For the meeting:
e Be respectful: Tone matters, even if you and the lawmaker disagree.
e Do your homework: Know how your lawmaker has voted on key bills and their stance on key issues.
e Tell your story: Use your own experiences or other local examples/data.

Afterward:
e Provide a leave-behind: Lawmakers will start a file if you give them a simple one-pager that
outlines your key points (find your county’s factsheet).
e Make it clear that you want to keep the discussion going. Encourage them to reach out if they
need more information.
e Thank the lawmaker for their time. Send a thank you note within 48 hours.
e Share your interaction with your advocacy group.
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Some advocacy organizations,
such as Georgians for a Healthy
Future, provide legislator
contact forms on their websites.
Additionally, they offer direct
support to Georgians, preparing
them to effectively
communicate with legislators
during designated Advocacy
Days throughout the legislative
session.



https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1KEHxOvGMFIvuXHahg5Y5pXAOtb3PufgG?usp=sharing
http://www.senate.ga.gov/senators/en-US/SenateMembersList.aspx
http://www.house.ga.gov/Representatives/en-US/HouseMembersList.aspx
https://pluralpolicy.com/find-your-legislator/

Use Social Media for Advocacy

Social media is a critical part of any successful outreach or advocacy campaign. Advocates
can use social media proactively to:
e Share/Repost news and information about important issues and upcoming events.
e Raise awareness and become more closely-connected networks of allies and supporters.
e Build relationships with reporters, lawmakers and other important stakeholders.

Join the Conversation on Social Media
Throughout the legislative session and all year we invite you to share on social media why you
are in support of closing Georgia's Health Care Coverage Gap! Please use the hashtags
#ClosetheCoverageGap and #CoverGA in your posts.
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Here's how to download these
social media graphics: 1) Save
this document as a PDF. 2) Left-
click to select/highlight the
image. 3) Right-click. 4) Select
"Save as." to download the
image. For more resources and
graphics, visit the resource
library at COVERGA.ORG.



Share Your Health Care Story

Georgia lawmakers need to hear from you! Sharing your experience with Georgia's Medicaid
programs, including Georgia Pathways to Coverage and PeachCare for Kids lets state leaders
know what's working, and what's not. Your story can provide first-hand details of why we need to
change policies for the better and which programs we must champion.

Outline your story: Tell us about your experience accessing health care in Georgia! Use a
narrative format with a beginning, middle, and end. Be specific about your successes and
challenges. What's your vision for a better health care system in Georgia? Don't hesitate to
express your feelings. Use the questions below to help outline your story.

e Do you currently have health insurance?

e |fyou've been uninsured in Georgia, how did it impact your life?

e Have you ever delayed getting care because of cost or lack of insurance?

e Have you ever been denied health care? If so, why?

e Do you have any medical debt?

¢ What has been your experience with Georgia's Medicaid programs, including Pathways to
Coverage?

¢ |f you have Medicaid coverage how has it impacted your life?

e Have health challenges affected your employment status?

¢ Have you ever lost your Medicaid coverage?

e Why is access to health care important to you and your community?

¢ What suggestions do you have for state leaders to improve health care access?

Decide how to share your story: You've outlined your powerful story — now it's time to
share it! Consider the various ways you can amplify your voice:

e Written: Submit your story directly to your legislator or as a written testimonial for
websites or newsletters.

e Video/Audio: Record a short video or audio message sharing your experience.

¢ Social Media: Create a post using relevant hashtags to reach a wider audience.

¢ Public Speaking: Share your story at a community event, legislative hearing, or meet
with your legislator on advocacy day at the capitol.
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Georgians for a Healthy Future
and the Cover Georgia Coalition
are working to close the Medicaid
coverage gap in Georgia. They are
collecting stories from individuals
about their experiences with
Medicaid programs, including
Georgia Pathways to Coverage
and PeachCare for Kids. Share
your story directly on their
websites in written, video, or audio
format.




Key Messages

H.R.1 & New Federal Policy Changes

e Georgia's Medicaid program and health care system face serious risk following the new federal
tax and budget bill (called H.R.1 or “One Big Beautiful Bill"), and the expiration of enhanced
premium subsidies that helped lower premium costs for Americans from 2021-2025.

e H.R.1s changes to Medicaid eligibility, coverage, and financing rules have consequences for
Georgia families, health care providers, and communities:

Nearly 500,000 Georgians will lose health coverage

Health care providers will lose $51.5 billion in revenue

Unpaid medical care costs could rise by $10.5 billion

Tens of thousands of health care jobs could be lost

State and local tax revenues could decline

Communities with limited access to care (e.g., rural areas) will experience the most harm
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For more talking points and recent data related to H.R.1 impacts, view Georgia Health Initiative's
(GHI) factsheet on the Impact of Federal Policy Changes to Georgia's Health Care Landscape.

Closing the Medicaid Coverage Gap

e Many Georgians are living uninsured, without access to affordable health coverage. They work in
jobs that don't offer health insurance, can't afford private insurance, and make “too much” to
qualify for Medicaid. They live in the “Medicaid coverage gap.” Georgians in the coverage gap earn
less than the federal poverty line (i.e., $15,650 for a family of two or $26,650 for a family of three).

e Closing the Medicaid coverage gap could offer vital support to 400,000 hardworking Georgians
who are currently uninsured.

¢ Closing the gap helps these individuals go to a doctor or fill a prescription, and it strengthens the
state’s workforce.

e Georgia misses out on $3 billion for each year that our state does not close the coverage gap; this
money should be helping Georgians get care.

e Nearly 7 in 10 Georgians in the coverage gap live in a working family household, yet they still
struggle to afford health coverage.

e One out of every 4 Georgians in the coverage gap has a mental health or substance use issue that
they can't access consistent care for because they lack health insurance.

e Many Georgians are just one illness or injury away from being unable to work.

e Those who are already sick or injured are often willing to work but unable to do so because they
don’t have access to adequate care to heal.

e When more Georgians can access affordable, high-quality health care, their health and the health
of our whole state will improve.

e Ten years of data from 40 other states that have closed their coverage gaps show that it is fiscally
irresponsible to keep nearly 400,000 Georgians in the coverage gap.

e Every year, hospitals provide millions of dollars in free or low-cost care to treat uninsured Georgians.
This system leaves Georgians less healthy than they could be with regular medical care and in
danger of being charged with unaffordable medical bills.

e Studies show that insuring Georgians in the coverage gap could create 30,000-64,000 jobs in the
state. One in every 6 of those jobs would be in rural communities.

e Closing the coverage gap would generate an estimated $110 million annually in new state and local
tax revenue.

Data from Georgia Health Initiative, Kaiser Family Foundation, and Cover Georgia.


https://georgiahealthinitiative.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Impact-of-Federal-Policy-Changes-to-Georgias-Health-Care-Landscape_Report_November_2025.pdf

Sample Conversation Guide

Introduce Yourself
State your name, your town or district number, and thank them for meeting with you.

“Hello, Senator/Representative [Name], I'm a constituent from [Town/District #]. Thank
you for meeting with me today and for your service to Georgians.”

Share Your Purpose and Story
State why you're reaching out to the legislator. Be concise and direct about the issue you came to
discuss as well as a brief personal or professional story related to the issue.

“ am here today to advocate for Medicaid expansion in Georgia. | am a Medicaid recipient/| am
a health care provider to recipients of Medicaid/l am a mother to three children on PeachCare,
etc. My personal experience with accessing quality care in my community...[share your story].”

State Your Ask
Clearly state your specific policy request. Include 2-3 compelling data points to support your ask.

“l am asking for your support for [Bill Name], which would directly help my family/community to
have better access to quality health care. Georgia already has the second highest uninsured
rates in the nation, with over 1.3 million people estimated to be without health care coverage.
Recent data show that nearly half a million Georgians are going to lose health coverage by 2034
from the combined impact of the federal budget changes and loss of ePTCs. Expanding
Medicaid will unlock a new option for hundreds of thousands of Georgians, meaning a healthier
Georgia and a healthier economy.”

Thank Them and Provide Leave-Behinds

Thank the legislator for his/her time. Provide the legislator with a factsheet (ideally 1-2 pages max)
with data supporting the issue you discussed (Note: You can find helpful resources on Cover GA's
Resources page).

“Thank you for meeting with me today. | appreciate you listening to my story about [issue]. | will
leave you with this factsheet from [organization] about [issue].”

Keep the Conversation Going
Provide your contact information in case the legislator would like to follow up for more
information. Offer a future meeting to discuss the issue in more detail.

“I welcome the opportunity to meet again to keep this important discussion going. My contact
information is listed on the factsheet should you have any follow-up questions.”

Don’t Forget!

Listen and engage throughout your conversation, such as pausing for the legislator to ask you
guestions. Be respectful and open to dialogue. Send a thank you note within 48 hours and share
your interaction with your advocacy group.



https://coverga.org/resources/
https://coverga.org/resources/

